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S WE PREPARE for Redeemer’s 40th 
anniversary, we remember again some of the amazing 
things that have happened at Redeemer. We have 
learned some new things too. How many current 
employees knew the townhouse-style residences on campus 
today were a legacy of the efforts to locate space for students to 
live in the early 1980s? Looking back, the story of Redeemer is the 
story of God’s hand at work, in good times and in hard times. It is 
the story of God leading the institution as an instrument to bring 
a Christian framework to research, to living and to learning in a 
university context. In a rapidly secularizing culture, Redeemer’s 
continued presence, and indeed growth, is countercultural and 
something for which together we can praise God! I hope many of 
you will be able to join in anniversary celebrations at the end of 
September, and will continue to reflect with us throughout this 
anniversary year on God's goodness. Be sure to check out the 
stories of Redeemer’s history in this commemorative issue of 
Resound, and by visiting the 40th anniversary website, which 
includes a special video, at redeemer.ca/40. 


Since 2020, Redeemer’s Learn. Forward. 2025 Strategic Plan has 
focused on preparing Kingdom-centred, innovative graduates 
who will make a profound impact for the gospel in a rapidly 
changing, complex and digital world. We give God praise for the 
many positive developments that have happened, even during 


challenging pandemic circumstances. We have 
continued to strengthen the integration of the 
Reformed Christian worldview at the heart 

of Redeemer’s academic mission by focusing 

on greater clarity and communication in student 
admissions as well as in hiring processes and 
employee orientation. We have also invested in 
enhancing the faculty mentoring program and 
launched a new faculty fellowship program hosted 
by the Wolters Centre. To support student and 
graduate preparedness, we have also launched 
anew Innovation Centre to increase the spirit of 
innovation and entrepreneurship in university 
program development, curriculum and pedagogy. 
Thanks to new degree-granting authorities, we have 
developed two new degree programs, the bachelor 
of business administration (BBA), and the bachelor 
of kinesiology (B.Kin.). Two new music programs 
and a law and public policy minor are also now part 
of the program offerings. Over the coming years, 
we will explore the feasibility of other new degrees, 
including masters degree programs. 


Like many organizations, Redeemer has seen 
significant employee turnover during and following 
the pandemic. We have welcomed many new 
faculty and staff—46 new employees in the last 

two years! And in this too, God has blessed us 

with amazing people committed to the mission 

of discipling the next generation of Christian 
leaders through Christian university education. 

As part of Learn. Forward., we are continuing to 
build a healthy workplace culture through the 
development of organizational values, improvements 
to employee professional development support, 
and strengthening internal communication. 


We are excited about changes to the physical 
campus as well. This is the first year that the Charis 
Centre will be in full use. Many students have made 
the Charis Centre their home for the year and the 
learning and community spaces are full of activity. 
The Charis Centre is home to Redeemer’s newly 
launched Innovation Centre, which you can read 
more about in this issue on page 17. Redeemer’s 
Career Centre will also be moving in next to the 
Innovation Centre. In the beautiful green space 

to the west of the Charis building, Redeemer’s new 
public art installation, The Path, is another exciting 
addition to campus. The Path reminds us that we 
are all on a journey with up and downs, but that God 
knows the end and will make us stronger through 
our weakness as we rest in his grace and power. 


The Path reminds us that 
we are allona journey 
with up and downs, but 
that God knows the end 
and will make us stronger 
through our weakness...” 


As we celebrate Redeemer's 40th year, we look ahead to all that God 
will yet do through Redeemer, to the lives he will change, and to the 
churches, schools, businesses and all kinds of other organizations 
that Redeemer graduates will impact for his glory. This year’s 
campus theme, “All things new!” is fitting as we remember the 

past, and look forward to the future. Drawing on Jesus’ words from 
Revelation 21:5, “Behold, I am making all things new,’ the Redeemer 
community will be reminded of their place in God’s Kingdom, living 
radically hopeful lives now so that we point forward to that day 
when Christ will return and make all things new forever. @ 


Dr. David Zietsma 


a nant Dadaar 
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r. David Zietsma, appointed 
Redeemer’s fifth president on 
March 4, 2022, shares about his 
journey to the role, his passion 
for Christian higher education 
and his vision for Redeemer. 


Tell us about your journey to the president's role. 
What do you think has prepared you for this role? 


| started working at Redeemer as a faculty member in 2007. My wife 
Anna and | were living in the United States at the time, and there 
were a few pathways open, but we really felt God leading us back to 
this area and in particular to Redeemer. | knew a bit about Redeemer, 
having grown up in the Reformed community locally. Coming into 
the history department and experiencing [the mission] in the class- 


“lwas excited to step into the 
role, aware of the challenges, 
but full of hope for the future 
when considering all that 
God has done at Redeemer.” 
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room, | gained a much deeper appreciation for what 
Redeemer was and could be. In particular, seeing the 
spiritual formation of students in the classroom made 
me very passionate about the mission and its poten- 
tial impact on the church and on the wider world. 

In 2010, | applied to become dean of human- 
ities, in part because | was excited to take a more 
active role in program development. My time as 
dean helped me to understand the complexities of 
the academic program and the functioning of the 
university as a whole. It also helped me to develop a 
stronger sense of the strength and value of the liber- 
al arts and sciences approach for students. In 2013, 
| added the role of associate provost where | was 
able to help lead the renewal of the core program. 

In 2015, | was asked to consider undertaking 
a shift out of the academic area to lead marketing 
and enrolment. Having had some previous training 
in marketing, | felt called to take on the new role to 
help support recruitment and brand efforts during 
a difficult enrolment climate. While serving in that 
role, | was able to develop a deeper knowledge of 
Redeemer support communities. It also helped me 
to understand the symbiotic relationship between 
academic development and the needs, hopes and 
goals of students and their parents. 


excited to step into the role, aware of the challeng- 
es, but full of hope for the future when considering all 
that God has done at Redeemer. 


How did you develop an interest in and 
passion for Christian higher education? 


Prior to my time at Redeemer | was a graduate stu- 
dent on secular campuses and had been able to 
participate in student ministry and spiritual activities 
in those spaces. | saw firsthand the transformative 
period of early adulthood during these post-sec- 
ondary years. It's a time when identities become 
deeply formed, deeper questions about life are 
asked and lifelong patterns are being built. Seeing 
students become grounded in God's unfolding sto- 
ry of the world while exploring the nuances, theories 
and content of their disciplines caused me to devel- 
op a greater and deeper appreciation for Christian 
university education — especially here at Redeemer, 
which is grounded in a Reformed worldview and 


".. we really felt God 
As a result of leadership transition in 2017, | was appointed leading US back to this 


vice president of external relations and enrolment and added do- 


nor engagement and strategic relations to my portfolio. | found area and in particular 


real joy and energy in connecting with Redeemer graduates, com- 
munity partners, strategic stakeholders, businesses and the do- - 
nor support community. to Redeemer. 
All of these various roles provided me with a broad set of experi- 
ences that made the value and importance of Redeemer's mission 
come alive for me in ways that were very exciting. 

In 2020, | transitioned back to the academic area as provost 
and vice president, academic under president Dr. Robert Graham. 
Amidst enrolment growth, | was tasked to ensure that we were 


stewarding the academic program in ways that were faithful to the he Procedure 
founding mission and vision, that were sustainable, and that were es 
relevant and meaningful to prospective students, parents and Open dvrect RT 


Hnpar File: “AMPany 


stakeholder communities. It was exciting to be able to lead in this 
way as we developed the BBA program, the university's first new 
degree program in 20 years, as well as enhanced faculty recruit- 
ment and hiring processes, new initiatives, and kickstarted aca- 
demic restructuring conversations. 

When | was approached on behalf of the board to think about 
applying for the president position, reflecting on my experiences 
and where | thought God could use me, | really felt all these different 
roles had provided me with a background to lead well with a deep 
appreciation for the complexity of the university and the profound 
impact it could have on students and the broader community. | was 
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framework. | began to appreciate that learning is not isolated from 
our spiritual walk or journey, but that learning itself is a spiritual 
activity. It was during those early years at Redeemer that | became 
really passionate about the discipleship impact of university learn- 
ing from a Christian perspective. 


What are some challenges you see facing 
Christian universities? 


In general, Christian universities are always facing a sustainabili- 
ty challenge, particularly in Ontario. Government funded secular 
universities have guaranteed revenue flows and are therefore able 
to charge lower tuition, whereas non-government funded not-for- 
profit Christian universities rely on tuition and donations as major 
revenue streams. With ongoing economic pressures, students are 
increasingly reluctant to take on significant student debt, so afford- 
ability is a major barrier for Christian universities. 

Thankfully, God has been extremely generous in providing so 
that Redeemer can have tuition that is approximately in line with 
public institutions in Ontario, enabling many students and families 
to be able to afford Redeemer. Beyond that, one of the ways that 
sustainability can be accomplished is through a constant increase 
in enrolment. However, this can lead to pressure to compromise on 
mission to meet the need for more students. 

The broader culture is increasingly hostile to religion in gener- 
al, but in particular to Christianity. A Christian university that wants 
to create a dialogical process of engaging one's self, thoughts and 


y 
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feelings in the context of having an external source of 
authority, power and creativity in the form of God is 
challenging in the context of the secular worldview of 
self-authentication at work around us. In our culture 
today, where meaning, purpose and belief come al- 
most entirely from within, attributing authority, mean- 
ing and identity to a person or being outside of our- 
selves is viewed with suspicion and hostility. 


What are some of the most critical tasks 
for you moving forward as president? 


Firstly, above and beyond anything else, it is crucial 
to continue to clarify, reaffirm, renew and share the 
vision of Christian university education rooted in the 
Reformed Christian worldview and tradition. | think 
it's always important that an institution's mission is 
front and centre. That has to be task No. 1, because 
all the other tasks flow from that. 

Secondly, we need to continue to find ways to 
ensure that the academic program remains faithful 
to the liberal arts and sciences mission, while devel- 
oping the program in ways that make sense for to- 
day's students and the kind of world those students 
enter when they leave Redeemer. That includes en- 
suring we're developing the right degree programs, 
that we're delivering them in ways that make sense 
to the students and that we are driving the learning 
outcomes that we have as a university to ensure that 
we continue to meet a high academic standard. 


What are some changes you see coming 
for Redeemer? 


We're currently in a strategic plan, and there's a 
strong commitment to completing it. We're going to 
expand the number of degree programs, we're going 


“it’s always important 
that an institution's mission 


is front and centre. That has 


to be task No.1, because 
allthe other tasks flow 
from that.” 


to continue to see enrolment growth thanks to the tuition restruc- 
turing initiative in 2019, we're going to see completion of campus 
renewal projects, roads and parking, and of course, the integration 
of the Charis Centre. 

In 2023, the groundwork, initial planning and ideation begins 
or the next strategic plan. It's probably too early to talk about 
major changes that will be coming beyond 2025. An organiza- 
tion always needs to be improving and looking at best practices 
in the field and seeking to bring the skills and giftedness that 
God has given to us as individuals, leaders, faculty and staff 
in ways that continue to improve the impact of the mission and 
vision. We want to change with purpose, and do it together. 
think we've been doing fairly well at moving the institution 
orward in that way and the goal is to continue that with the next 
strategic plan. 


In what ways does a Christian liberal arts and 
sciences university education still make sense 
for the next generation? 


As Christians, we identify our calling in the world first and fore- 
most as living for God's glory and making the gospel known. 
A Christian liberal arts and sciences education provides a holistic 
framework for understanding the created world and ourselves as 
created beings. The desire to bea liberal arts and sciences institu- 
tion emerges first and foremost from a biblical understanding and 
worldview of how God created us and the world around us. In the 
world of increasing specialization, and in a world where immediate 
satisfaction, enjoyment and entertainment are increasingly being 
prioritized, we desperately need people who can think holistical- 
ly about life in an eternal way, not simply in a temporal way. We 
need people who can bring the hope and love of Jesus Christ to 
the world around us through their work, the organizations they're 
a part of, their involvement in community and their engagement 
with others. The liberal arts and sciences approach, framed and 
grounded in a Christian context and perspective, is just an incred- 
ible way to do that. @ 


What do you like to do 
in your spare time? 
Reading, as well as playing 
and coaching hockey 


What books are you reading/ 
have you recently read? 
The Life We're Looking For 

by Andy Crouch, and Everything 

Sad Is Untrue by Daniel Nayeri 


The Life 
We're 
Looking 
For 


in 


er id 
ANDY CROUCH 


Tell us a favourite memory from your 
years working at Redeemer. 
There are many, but one that stands out is 
the time students from a senior seminar 
surprised me by leaving McDonald's 
cheeseburgers outside my office door. 
That's the kind of relationship faculty 
develop with students! 


= 


What's a favourite Scripture 
passage or book of the Bible? 
Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves 
full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners—of whom | am the 
worst. But for that very reason | was shown 
mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, 
Christ Jesus might display his immense 
patience as an example for those who 
would believe in him and receive eternal life. 
1 Timothy 1:15-16 
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Excerpts from Stepping Forward in Faith 
by Rev. Dr. Henry De Bolster, Redeemer’s 
founding president. 


CLEARLY REMEMBER the day that Mr. Andy Langendoen 

came to see me in the parsonage in St. Catharines. It was in the year 

1974. ... Andy wanted to study the possibility of starting a Christian 

college in the province of Ontario, but he could not do that by 
himself. He decided to come to me, his pastor, to discuss what could be done to 
reach this goal. He was willing to spend some money on a study. ... 1 thanked Andy 
and promised to think about his proposal and to stay in touch with him. 


Andy’s idea to establish a Christian college in Ontario immediately appealed 
to me. However, I was well aware that such an undertaking was no simple task 
and next to impossible. Private Christian post-secondary education would 

be expensive. If we wanted such an institution to be a Reformed Christian 
college, the money would have to come primarily from the recent immigrant 
communities across the province of Ontario. 


... In addition to the theology of John Calvin, the recent immigrant communities in 
Canada had also been influenced by the neo-Calvinist theology and philosophy of 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth century, which bloomed in the Netherlands 
during the formative years of their generation. The neo-Calvinist theology had been 
developed by theologians such as Dr. Herman Bavinck and Dr. Abraham Kuyper. 


On the philosophical side, the post-World War II Dutch Reformed immigrants 
had been highly influenced by the school of Christian philosophy developed 
by the brothers-in-law, Dr. Herman Dooyeweerd and Dr. D.H. Th. Vollenhoven. 


12 resound | FALL 2022 


Left to right: Sam Cureatz, chairman of the Legislative committee, 
Albert J. Bakker, Robert Welch, Dick L. Kranendonk, Henry R. De Bolster, 
Justin Cooper and Robert Ash 


“Christians no 
longer needed to 

be apologetic about 
their faith. They 
discovered that they 


could fulfill their 
Christian calling in 
all vocations of life.’ 


7 


.. In brief, this Christian philosophy 
attempted to explain all of creation 
in a systematic structure. The 
philosophy was very attractive to the 
common people of the Netherlands 
because it provided an explanation 
for much of what is observed in 
nature, while at the same time 
holding true to the biblical givens. 
Christians no longer needed to be 
apologetic about their faith. They 
discovered that they could fulfill 
their Christian calling in all vocations 
of life. They understood that they 
could be educated and trained to 
speak and work not just as lawyers, 
doctors, teachers and business 
people, who were at the same time 
Christians. Instead, they believed 
that they could be Christian lawyers, 


—— Ni iy 


doctors, teachers and business people, provided that they would receive 
an education that properly prepared them. 


These visions and insights drove the Dutch Reformed immigrants to establish 
their own privately funded Christian elementary and secondary schools 
within a few years after they arrived in Canada. They wanted their rich 
theological and philosophical systems and principles developed and taught 
to their children in their newly adopted country. They wanted to teach these 
visions and principles not just to their own children, but they wanted to share 
them with all God’s people in this new country. 


As a result of their strong vision and commitment to Christian education, 
these Dutch Reformed immigrants were willing to sacrifice substantially to 
establish the local Christian elementary and secondary schools and to keep 
them operating. I believe it was also that vision and commitment which had 
caused Andy to come to my office with his request. I knew that it would be 
that same vision and commitment that could bring about the establishment 
of anew Christian college of the arts and sciences in Ontario. 


I also reflected on where we would be able to find a sufficient number of 
faculty members who would have had their formal education in the vision 
and principles that I have just described. Would we be able to find sufficient 
students who would be willing to study at a small infant institution? 


Yet, were all these questions not substantially the same when we started 

the Christian grade school and even more so when the first Christian high 
school was contemplated? Nevertheless, the impossible had become reality; 
one school after another had been established and was operating. I reminded 
myself that the God who had brought so many of us to this country also 
promised to lead us forward, if we would only trust in Him. That is the gospel 
I preached every Sunday. As God’s Kingdom workers, we are asked to step 
forward in faith. 


“I reminded myself 
that the God who 
had brought so 
many of us to 

this country also 
promised to lead 
us forward, if we 
would only trust 

in Him.” 


Upon the opening of Redeemer College: 


Everything was ready for Redeemer 
College to open its doors and to 
enroll students into programs of 
higher learning. Praise the Lord! 
What an incredible miracle! ... I learned 
not to speak abstractly—as we often 
do—about trusting the Lord. Trusting 
the Lord must become real in our 
daily lives. There is a plaque hanging 
on the wall of my study that quotes 
Psalm 37:5: “Commit thy way unto 
the Lord; trust also in Him; and He 
shall bring it to pass’ ... 1 experienced 
the truth of the text on that plaque 
on the first convocation of Redeemer 
College, the official opening on 
September 6, 1982. @ 


Excerpts taken from Stepping Forward 

in Faith: Redeemer University College 
1974-1994, Henry R. De Bolster, Guardian 
Books, Belleville, Ontario, 2001. 
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Redeemer’s original campus at Bell Cairn Memorial School 
on Beach Boulevard in Hamilton 


Redeemer’s campus is home to 
many features that encourage 
worship, prayer and contemplation 
and rich reflection on the university's 
distinct identity. Read on for some 
historical glimpses into a few that 
stand out. 


Located at the peak of the Peter Turkstra Library, the stained 
glass window is of the “triumphant lamb” surrounded by palm 
fronds, which is also the top portion of Redeemer’s official coat 
of arms. In the university’s early days, when the coat of arms 
was registered with The Canadian Heraldic Authority (CHA), 
Redeemer was also granted an academic banner and a badge 
that contained only the lamb and palm fronds. In 2005, during 
the library’s expansion, then-president Dr. Justin Cooper 
recalls that the badge’s design was translated onto stained 
glass to “make the front [of the library] prominent in a way 
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that communicated Redeemer’s identity.’ Later 
on, the class of 2005 gifted the campus with 

a copy of the window that still hangs in the library. 
Cooper regards it as “one of the rich symbols 

of Redeemer’s identity ... The university’s motto 
is ‘Agnus Dei, Omnium Rex, which translates 

to ‘Lamb of God, King of All’... In a nutshell, that 
little badge speaks volumes about what Redeemer 
is all about.” Another striking image of the Lamb 
can be found in the staircase mural near the 
library titled “There is a River, which was painted 
in 1996 by Matth Cupido, Redeemer’s former 
artist-in-residence. 


Located south of Calvin Court, the Whaley 
Teaching Garden is named after Vivian Whaley, 
a farmer who owned 26 of the 50 acres 

that would become Redeemer’s Ancaster 
campus. The university's founders purchased 
the remaining property from him with the 
agreement that he could continue to live in 

his mobile home and do some farming on the 
land. Until his death in 1995, Whaley’s agreeable 
demeanor and the crow of his roosters each 
morning were a fixture on campus. Today, the 
Whaley Teaching Garden is a peaceful retreat 
for Redeemer students and employees as well 
as a place of hands-on learning for biology and 
environmental science students and elementary 
and high school field trips. 


Redeemer’s prayer room was proposed in the 
early 2000s by students Rev. Dr. Simon LeSieur 
05 and Dylon Nofziger '05. As members of the 
Church in the Box (now Rooted Worship) prayer 
team, they were involved in hosting a 24/7 prayer 
week in the common room of Augustine Hall. 
Due to popular demand, one week extended into 
several. According to Nofziger, the two began 
to wonder why “there wasn’t a place set aside 
for prayer if that’s something so important to 
our community.” From there, they developed 

a proposal containing the look and theological 
rationale of a prayer room to then-president 
Dr. Justin Cooper in spring 2005. The idea was 
embraced by the university’s administration, 
and the prayer room was officially dedicated in 
winter 2006. LeSieur and Nofziger are proud to 
have left such a tangible mark on Redeemer’s 
campus and, in LeSieur’s words, they hope that 
the prayer room will continue to offer students 
a space where “the life-changing experience 
that Redeemer offers can really sink in through 
spiritual practices.” 


The original request for a pipe organ was 

made by the music department in May 1985. 
After looking over solicited proposals from five 
different organ builders, the Reil brothers of J. 
Reil Orgelmakers from Heerde, The Netherlands 
were selected for “having the best instrument 
at the best price.” Despite challenges that arose, 
such as concerns about the building’s acoustics 
and multiple international visits to gauge the 


layout of the auditorium, construction of the organ began in 
The Netherlands in November 1986. Upon completion, it was 
dismantled, shipped to Toronto and arrived in September 1987, 
making it the first Reil organ in Canada. In his book Stepping 
Forward in Faith, Redeemer University College 1974-1994, 
founding president Rev. Dr. Henry De Bolster remarked that 
hearing professor of music Dr. Christiaan Teeuwsen playing 
the instrument for the first time gave him “the shivers,” and 

he “thanked God that we were in the possession of such a 
beautiful instrument.” 
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New Names for 
Features on Campus 


As the university grows and buildings 

are added, suitable names are becoming 
increasingly important for wayfinding and 
clearly communicating purpose and vision. 


EGINNING WITH the naming of the 
Charis Live and Learn Centre last summer, 
Redeemer has continued that work over the 
year, considering names for several other 
important elements on campus. 


One of the most significant developments will be a formal 
name for the main academic or administration building, 


66 

which has always gone by a version of those generic terms. 

hich has always gone by a version of those generi ‘Many men 
Since the addition of the Charis Centre, which also houses an d women 
classrooms, offices and other spaces, it became clear that 
a formal name was needed. In an effort to honour the have worked 
many people who worked with unrelenting passion and tirelessly over 
perseverance to establish a Reformed Christian university J 
in Ontario, the building will be called Founders Hall. 
in Ontario, the building will be called Founders Hall Redeemer’s 

istor 

“Many men and women have worked tirelessly over Redeemer's histo y to 

istory to build and sustain this university, and they did so wit! 
history to build and in this university, and they did so with build and 
faith and vision? said president Dr. David Zietsma. “The name su st ain thi s 
Founders Hall allows Redeemer to honour them collectively : : 9 
and to be inspired to continue with the mission o ristian ° 

d to be inspired inue with the mission of Christi universit 


university education that began 
four decades ago” 


The Centre for Experiential 
Learning and Careers (CELC) 
opened in 2017 and has been 
helping students connect their 
calling with a career through 
co-op work terms, internships, 
workshops and individualized 
career guidance since then. While 
its name upon establishment was 
certainly descriptive of the work 
the centre does, it is long and its 
acronym CELC quickly became 

the shorthand. To make a better 
connection to the kinds of services 
it provides, a more descriptive and 
functional name was chosen. CELC 
will now be called the Redeemer 
University Career Centre, or simply 
Career Centre internally. 


As the university moves toward 
the campus master plan goal 

of a ring road pushing traffic 

to the outside edges of campus, 
that main road will be named 
University Avenue. This will unify 
communication about travelling 
to and on campus and emphasize 
that this is a university campus, 
distinguished from the larger city 
roads that provide entry. The road 
entering from Kitty Murray Lane 
is also receiving a distinct name. 
Royals Lane captures a broadly 
recognizable community word 
that is also a reference to athletic 
facilities nearest to that entrance. 


Finally, an outdoor campus feature 
built last year with rocks from 
Redeemer’s property, will also 
receive an official name taking 

an opportunity to acknowledge 
“place.” The amphitheatre located 
just north of the president’s guest 
house will give a nod to the physical 
location of campus very close to the 
headwaters of one of the branches 
of Tiffany Creek with its new name, 
Tiffany Creek Amphitheatre. @ 


Innovation 
Centre to 
Spur Design 
Thinking 


The new centre and 
makerspace has launched 
in time for the fall term 
with the tagline Think. 

Try. Launch. 


EDEEMER’S NEW 
Innovation Centre launched this 
fall with the purpose of inspiring 
and infusing a spirit of innovation 
and entrepreneurship across all programs and 
pathways of Redeemer University. 


“The new Centre will provide opportunities 

for students across all disciplines to explore, 
experiment and design? says Harold DeVries, 
director of the Innovation Centre. “We're excited 
to provide concrete ways to integrate design 
thinking into current and future programs at 
Redeemer. It will be a space for applied creativity 
and learning with active, real-world opportunities 
for students and support to help faculty integrate 
innovation into their classroom experiences.” 


Located on the lower level of the Charis Live and 
Learn Centre, a makerspace, will launch in late 


“We're excited to be able 
to provide concrete ways 
to integrate design thinking 
into current and future 
programs at Redeemer.” 


September. It will be open to the entire campus community 

and offer state of the art tools such as a video and sound studio, 
editing suites, app development software, 3D printers and 
scanners and a Cricut machine, robotics and more. Along with 
the tools will come guidance to learn how to produce innovative 
solutions and prototypes. 


A grand opening celebration is planned in the winter term 
to coincide with the completion of office space renovations. 
During the first year, the centre plans to develop its 
collaboration spaces and roll out initial programming. 


Included in this programming are workshops on innovation 
and entrepreneurship as well as a how-to series, which 

will give participants an introduction to the tools in the 
makerspace. Centre staff will develop an undergraduate 
course in innovative design thinking to begin in fall 2023, 
while coaching services will support students and faculty 

as they explore new ideas and pedagogies that encourage 
innovation and entrepreneurship in the classroom. Students 
and faculty will be invited to participate in a variety of events 
with engaging speakers and have opportunities to learn about 
the principles of redemptive entrepreneurship. 


An additional goal of the centre is the development of a student- 
led agency providing video and other creative services to 
internal and external clients. Another potential student-led 
agency could include agri/soil testing services. 


“This Learn. Forward. initiative builds on the strengths of 
Redeemer’s liberal arts and sciences education,’ says Dr. Kyle 
Spyksma, interim vice president, academic. “The Innovation 
Centre will help prepare students to be innovative, collaborative, 
problem-solving critical thinkers, enabling them to follow their 
callings into the future, ready to fill the opportunities of the 
marketplace and meet the needs of an ever-changing society.” @ 
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School Theme 


Redeemer’s theme for this academic 

year is “| am making all things new” from 
Revelation 21:5. This theme connects with 
Redeemer’s bold vision for Kingdom impact 
in all disciples centred around the mission 
of Christ. The community will explore what 
it means to live radically hopeful lives, 
confident in the ongoing and future work 

of Jesus renewing this broken world. 
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Continue the 
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Watch the 40th 
Anniversary Video 


Reflect on 40 years of stories and memories and a journey 
of faith that brought Redeemer from an idea to a full university 
with expanded degree-granting authority one miracle ata time. 


The 40th anniversary website includes a historical timeline and 
avideo featuring interviews with the people who lived the story. 


redeemer.ca/40 
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edeemer began as an 

idea. Over the course of 

many years, it became 

clear that tt was part of 
God's story as he worked miracle after 
miracle, against many obstacles, to 
birth and sustain an institution whose 
graduates would spread his love and 
hope in their careers and communities 
for his glory. 


In the Beginning 


Founding president, the late Rev. Dr. 
Henry De Bolster was visited by a lo- 
cal Christian businessman from his 
church in 1974 with the idea of study- 
ing the feasibility of starting a Christian 
college in Ontario. De Bolster soon 
developed a passion for the idea that 
drove him to see past financial and 
regulatory obstacles, and take many 
steps of faith. 

A distinctly Reformed constitution 
was drawn up for the college. Over 
the next few years, the road to estab- 
lishment was at times disheartening. 
Attempts to affiliate with local Ontario 
universities failed, and in early 1980 a 
bill allowing a privately funded Christian 
university college failed as well. Finally, 
The Redeemer College Act, official- 
ly recognizing Redeemer Reformed 
Christian College and its charter, was 
passed in December 1980. 

“Finally, we were officially recog- 
nized by the government of Ontario,” 
said De Bolster in his book Stepping 
Forward in Faith, which details the first 
20 years of Redeemer's story. “It was 
the end of a lengthy struggle. Receiving 
our charter was nothing less than a mir- 
acle worked by our heavenly Father.” 

In 1981, De Bolster was appoint- 
ed Redeemer's first president and 
on October 31, Reformation Day, he 
was inaugurated at Centenary United 
Church in Hamilton. 


“The ceremony was moving. It im- 
pressed on me both the tremendous 
privilege as well as the awesome re- 
sponsibility that rested on my shoulders. 
At the same time, | knew that the Lord 
would guide me and that the prayers of 
God's people would accompany me,” 
said De Bolster. Redeemer's official coat 
of arms and motto - Agnus Dei, Rex 
Omnium (Lamb of God, King over All) - 
were also presented at the ceremony. 


The Early Years 


Redeemer would continue to expe- 
rience the trials and joys of the work 
involved with setting up the new in- 
stitution. On September 6, 1982, 
Redeemer College opened its doors 
with a mission to offer a liberal arts and 
sciences program from a Reformed 
Christian perspective, emphasizing 
the lordship of Jesus Christ over all of 
life and learning. Ninety-seven full time 
students began their post-second- 
ary studies in Redeemer's initial tem- 
porary home at Bell Cairn School on 
Beach Boulevard in Hamilton. 

“There was this sense of being in 
a dream!" said Dr. Justin Cooper, the 
youngest member of the original eight 
faculty members, who would later take 


over as president. “It was delightfully de- 
manding. New challenges would come 
year after year. Many new students 
came. We were building the plane as we 
were flying it. In four years we went from 
nothing to a four-year institution. | don't 
think that's happened anywhere else.” 

Dr. Al Wolters, professor emeritus of 
religion and Greek, described the early 
days as an exciting time. “People were 
engaged in a new project; they were 
excited about it. The new faculty were 
young. They were in their 30s and 40s; 
they were all kind of idealistic. There was 
kind of a spirit of adventure. Sort of being 
inacommon task for a noble ideal.” 

“Faculty, staff and students were 
really a united bunch,” said Elizabeth 
Williams, who recently retired as de- 
partmental assistant in student life, 
but who had worked in recruitment in 
those early years. “We all had lunches 
together in the cafeteria, so conversa- 
tions at lunch time were always lively 
and fun. They could be everything from 
the inane to a whole discussion about 
something they had studied in class, 
but everybody was really a solid group. 
A lot of friendships were made at that 
time between faculty, staff and students 
that remain until this day." 

Tim Wolfert, a student at Redeemer 
in 1983, lived in the original student 
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“| almost rolled off my chair...what an 
answer to prayer. For me it was as if 
the Lord was saying ‘Go ahead, build 
the campus, | will be with you.” 


residences -— townhomes on Francis 
Road - and has memories about the 
sometimes unpredictable — circum- 
stances of those early days. “We were 
living in Burlington, commuting five 
kilometers to campus every day. It was 
like you didn't know what was going to 
happen from one day to the next. The lift 
bridge would be open and you'd end up 
being a half hour late for class.” 

With the decision to expand beyond 
atwo-year program, a committee began 
searching for a permanent campus in 
January 1984. The work was greatly in- 
vigorated that July when an anonymous 
donor with a “very warm heart" for the 
college gave $1 million towards the de- 
velopment of the new campus. 

“| almost rolled off my chair," De 
Bolster writes in his book. “What an 
answer to prayer. For me it was as if the 
Lord was saying 'Go ahead, build the 
campus, | will be with you.” 

In 1985, the college purchased 78 
acres of land in Ancaster. On June 22, 
the groundbreaking ceremony took 
place with Psalm 127:1 as the guid- 
ing verse. “Unless the Lord builds the 
house, its builders labour in vain.” The 
following summer Redeemer moved 


Te 


{0 COLLEGE 


to the new Ancaster campus initially 
made up of the academic building, 36 
residence-style townhouses, 20 apart- 
ment-style units and a student recre- 
ation centre. 

The new facilities were an impres- 
sive upgrade from the rented space at 
Bell Cairn School. "| started at the Beach 
Boulevard campus, and teaching chem- 
istry in a kitchen was a challenge,” says 
Dr. Henry Brouwer, professor emeritus 
of chemistry. “One of the highlights was 
moving to the new campus and having 
brand new labs, that's for sure!” 

1985 also brought recognition of 
Redeemer's bachelor of Christian stud- 
ies (BCS) as comparable and equivalent 
to bachelor of arts (BA) or bachelor of 
science (BSc) degrees; it was also re- 
garded as such by almost all post-grad- 
uate programs. This was a significant 
victory for Redeemer and its graduates. 

The following decade saw enrol- 
ment growth and program expansion 
including, French, business, education 
and chemistry. The music department 
opened in 1986 and presented many 
memorable concerts over the decades. 
Theatre arts opened and hosted its first 
production in 1987. 


Growing Up 


In the spring of 1994, De Bolster re- 
tired and on October 21 of that year, 
Dr. Justin Cooper was inaugurated 
as Redeemer's second president. His 
memories of his time as president are 
marked by God's steady faithfulness. 

Cooper recalls that the landscape in 
the mid-90s was difficult because stu- 
dents were beginning to desire regular 
BA and BSc degrees, rather than equiv- 
alents. Enrolment had been decreasing 
and there were significant budget pres- 
sures. But often just when things were 
looking most bleak, God would open a 
new door for Redeemer. The govern- 
ment at the time had put together a 
committee to study whether a private 
university could grant degrees. In that fa- 
vourable climate, Redeemer was able to 
apply in 1998 for a charter amendment. 

Cooper and his team were sched- 
uled to present their case to the Council 
of Ontario Universities (COU) and on 
the day of the presentation Cooper says 
things were feeling tense. 

“We opened the door and the presi- 
dent of the COU said to me, ‘I know you 


probably have a big presentation ready, 
but | just want you to know that we're not 
going to oppose your request.” 

Earlier that day university presidents 
in the COU discussed the Redeemer 
graduates who had enrolled in their 
graduate school programs. Each pres- 
ident agreed that they were good stu- 
dents who had been taught to think 
critically, so they were supportive of 
Redeemer's request. 

“So tt really was our students that 
the Lord used to open the door through 
what they had done,” said Cooper. "And 
we felt like the Israelites who had shown 
up, but the Lord had already been there 
ahead of us and won the battle.” 

On June 25, 1998, the Ontario gov- 
ernment granted Redeemer the author- 
ity to offer full BA and BSc degrees. This 
decision officially put its programs on the 
same level as other Ontario universities. 
Building on this amended charter, on 
June 22, 2000, the Ontario legislature 
approved an institutional name change: 
Redeemer College officially became 
Redeemer University College. 

“Enrolment increased dramatical- 
ly," said Cooper. “There were students 
who were really hungry for this kind of 


education and they just needed that as- 
surance that they would have a university 
degree. Then they started to come.” 

Another exciting development also 
began to take shape. On June 26, 20038, 
Redeemer was granted the authority to 
offer a bachelor of education degree to 
replace the bachelor of Christian educa- 
tion degree. In 2004, the program was 
fully accredited by the Ontario College 
of Teachers, giving Redeemer the only 
provincially recognized Christian teacher 
education program and enabling grad- 
uates to receive the Ontario Teachers 
Certificate and teach in Catholic, public 
or private Christian schools. 

Increasing enrolment drove several 
facility expansions over the following 
years. A south wing addition with new 
lecture halls and an expanded library 
were completed in 2005. A second en- 
trance to the campus at Kitty Murray 
Lane was added in 2006. 2008 brought 
the discovery of an Attiwandaron 
(Neutral People) village dating to 1325 
and consisting of at least five (and pos- 
sibly up to eight) longhouses. Many 
unique artifacts were found on the 
site. With excavation complete, the 
Redeemer Sports Complex, an indoor 


soccer dome facility, was constructed 
as part of an effort to upgrade sports 
facilities. Many of these upgrades were 
spurred by a one-time federal capital 
program fund for universities called 
the Knowledge Infrastructure Program 
(KIP) grant. In 2011, further renovations 
were completed on the administrative 
wing, putting admissions and student 
services on the ground floor to better 
welcome students. 

With the increasing and diversifying 

student population and accompanying 
aculty growth came a fresh expression 
of Redeemer's religious identity and 
ounding vision in 2003. A committee 
worked to publish The Cross and Our 
Calling, an accessible foundational doc- 
ument for the institution that maintains 
its relevance and importance today. 
On June 30, 2010, after 30 years 
of service and 16 years as president, 
Dr. Justin Cooper retired as president 
emeritus. Hundreds of supporters 
gathered in the auditorium to celebrate 
his remarkable legacy at Redeemer. 

“What | am most proud of and 
thankful for is that the Lord used 
Redeemer to change the climate of 
university education in Ontario,” said 
Cooper. “So now it is accepted ... that 
there are privately funded faith-based 
universities, they're recognized as 
egitimate and they have their place 
in the arena of higher education in 
Ontario. And the name of Christ 
is honoured!" 
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Challenge and Change 


The decade following Cooper's retire- 
ment brought significant challenges for 
Redeemer. As a result of the financial 
crisis of 2008, demographic decline in 
university-aged population and a sig- 
nificantly higher tuition compared to 
publicly funded universities, Redeemer 
began to experience enrolment decline. 
Redeemer's third president Dr. Hubert 
Krygsman led the university during this 
challenging time from 2010 to 2016. 
While some difficult decisions were 
made to ensure program sustainability, 
new program initiatives such as the re- 
structuring of the core program and the 
addition of the health sciences program 
were also implemented. In 2014, a new 
strategic plan was launched with a goal 
to raise S20 million. 

In 2016, the Redeemer communi- 
ty mourned the passing of its beloved 
founding president. De Bolster's life and 
legacy were celebrated by faculty, staff, 
students and the larger community in a 
ceremony held in the auditorium. 

Len De Bolster, Henry's son, says 
his father always had a love for Christian 
education. “Redeemer sort of took it to 
the next level,” he says. "And | think the 
thing that drove him was a really strong 
belief that it is just imperative that as we 
grow up we need to learn how to serve 


in the Kingdom of God and he wanted 
us to learn that. He wanted the commu- 
nity to learn that and he wanted to learn 
to live that himself” 

Exciting developments flow- 
ing from the strategic plan continued 
during this time. In 2015, the Centre for 
Christian Scholarship (recently renamed 
the Wolters Centre) was launched, 
with an ambitious vision to maximize 
Redeemer's scholarly impact. The Centre 
for Experiential Learning and Careers 
(now the Career Centre) was launched 
in March 2017, with the aim to triple the 
number of programs with co-op and ex- 
periential learning opportunities and help 
students connect their calling with indi- 
vidualized career guidance. In December, 
Redeemer, along with McMaster 
University and Mohawk College, part- 
nered with the City of Hamilton on their 
CityLAB pilot program (now a permanent 
program), bringing together student, ac- 
ademic and civic leaders to work on real 
projects that create a better Hamilton. In 
March 2018, Redeemer launched its new 
program in urban and intercultural minis- 
try, which wove together missions, theol- 
ogy and practical ministry. 

Later in 2018, Redeemer inaugu- 
rated its fourth president, Dr. Robert 
Graham. And in 2019, in partnership with 
five Christian high schools, Redeemer 
launched gap-year program Act Five. 


“Whatlam most 


proud of and 
thankful for is 
that the Lord 
used Redeemer 
to change 

the climate 

of university 
education in 
Ontario.” 


Despite all these positive developments, 
Redeemer still faced financial difficulties 
and flat or shrinking enrolment. 

That all changed in early 2019, 
when God worked another miracle for 
Redeemer. The generous support com- 
munity gave $11 million over five years 
to fund a tuition and fee restructuring 
plan that would put Christian university 
education within reach for many more 
students. This was a game changer. 

“We had been wrestling with how 
to make Christian university educa- 
tion affordable for some time," said 
current president Dr. David Zietsma, 
who was vice president for externa 
relations and enrolment at the time. 
“Without this proactive change, tuition 
would likely have crossed the $20,000 
threshold in five or six years. Every year, 
hundreds of applicants to Redeemer 
ended up going elsewhere, and for wel 
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over half of them, financial viability was 
the number one barrier.” 

Lower tuition led to significant 
enrolment growth over the following 
years. The university is still on track 
to double undergraduate enrolment 
within five years for a total enrolment 
of over 1,200 students despite its most 
recent challenge of operating through 
a global pandemic. 


A Bright Future Ahead 


Enrolment growth has spurred momen- 
tum across the institution over the past 
ew years, despite the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. Since 2020, the institution has 
received ministerial consent to change 
its name to Redeemer University; gained 
authority to grant 20 possible new de- 
grees including masters degrees, and 
aunched two of those new degree pro- 
grams, the bachelor of business admin- 
istration and bachelor of kinesiology; 
aunched a new strategic plan; appoint- 
ed its fifth president; and opened a new 
acility at the heart of campus, the Charis 
Live and Learn Centre. 

“Redeemer is well positioned for a 
bright future,” said Zietsma, who was ap- 
pointed president in March 2022. "We've 
really focused on translating the theo- 
logical and philosophical foundation, 
which is very strong, more intentionally 
to students in terms of how it impacts 
their lives, sorting through their callings, 
where they're going to serve God after 
they leave Redeemer.” 

Karina Wolfert, Tim's daughter and a 
fourth-year student, has benefitted from 
this intentionality. “Redeemer is inter- 
esting in that it boldly claims what many 
would consider an outrageous worldview: 


The mission of Christ. But then you get 
to actively pursue that and seek it out 
through different things, like math and 
psychology and English,” she says. “And 
at Redeemer | just love that we get to 
go deep and get to explore things rich- 
ly ... That has been an emerging theme 
throughout my time at Redeemer.” 

Susan Van Weelden, dean of 
Redeemer's School of Business, has 
kept in touch with many of the students 
she has taught over the years, and is al- 
ways excited to see how they are making 
an impact. “Every class brings with it 
new excitement,” she says. “I'm excited 
to see what they're going to do and how 
they're going to change the world. We 
have graduates all over the place and it's 
just exciting for me to see their progress." 

One of those graduates, Graham 
Cubitt '01, director of projects and de- 
velopment at Indwell, is a perfect exam- 
ple of this. “Redeemer prepared me as 
a student for entering the world with an 
open mind. Being able to take informa- 
tion from different sources and process 
that through a lens of integration,” Cubitt 
says. “Learning how to think. Learning 
how to work through complexity and ac- 
tually come up with an opinion and come 


“Redeemer ts interesting in that 

it boldly claims what many would 
consider an outrageous worldview: 
The mission of Christ.” 


up with a path forward. | think Redeemer 
has an important role to play in preparing 
students to be active participants in ad- 
dressing the complex world that we live in 
and being hopeful at the same time de- 
spite the challenges that we all face.” 

A relevant liberal arts and sciences 
education that translates into the next 
generation of leaders serving in their 
communities and callings for the sake of 
the gospel is what Redeemer has always 
been about. That continues to attract 
and excite students 40 years on. 

“There's a hunger for meaning and 
purpose in the world around us," said 
Zietsma. “One of the things that excites 
me about Redeemer's vision is that we 
seek to ground students in a broader un- 
derstanding of their purpose in the world, 
a broader story of God's unfolding workin 
the world that allows them to bring hope 
and transformative love to the commu- 
nities, organizations and ministries that 
they're going to be working in.” 

Where will Redeemer be 40 years 
rom now? 

“| think for any of us involved in sup- 
porting, leading, working at Redeemer, 
think the hope is always that no matter 
whether it's 10, or 20, or 40 years, that the 
university will be relevant and meaningful 
in having an impact, and | think most of 
all faithful — faithful to the gospel, faithful 
to the hope that we have in Christ, that he 
will make all things new, and that we can 
begin participating in that work now. That 
the university can ground students in that 
world and life view that will have a trans- 
formative impact wherever they go.” @ 
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THE HEARTBEAT 
OF AN INSTITUTION 


While fashion and culture 
change, students remain the 

) focus and bring life and energy { 
to campus\year after year. 
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Same Past, 
New Story 


A second-year history 
class has taken a modern 
approach to understanding 
Indigenous issues in Canada. 


ISTORY MAY deal with things of the 
past, but, as adjunct professor of history 
Nicole Benbow knows that this does not 
mean the ways we learn it have to stay there. 


“Higher education is changing,” she says. “Doing 
different types of projects gives students a variety of 
skills they can use after completing their degrees” 


This past year, Benbow spent a lot of time talking with 
the students in her Post-Confederation Canadian 
History course about the new opportunities that come 
with researching and learning history in the digital age. 


“There are so many tools available to present and 
analyze things differently. Books and journal articles 
are great, but we can also do things like analyze and 
manipulate maps and consult video sources.” 


In keeping with this idea, the class spent the semester 
creating web-based projects that explored the context and 
current state of issues surrounding Indigenous people in 
Canada. It’s a topic Benbow felt was particularly imperative 
to delve into from a faith-based perspective. 


“As Christians, we're tasked with sharing truth and 
caring for people who've been marginalized. Doing this 
in a way that’s accessible for non-Christians and non- 
scholars should be one of our tasks.” 


Student Kenton Slaa and his group chose to do their 


project on the Indian Act. For him, Benbow’s point about 
increased accessibility definitely rang true. 
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“Rather than finding sources and citing them, we could 
direct viewers to those sources through links,’ he says. 
“We were also able to add photos and primary source 
documents, which offered something more authentic 
and heartfelt than if we tried to describe them on paper.’ 


As a future teacher, Slaa looks forward to using the 
knowledge he’s gained in the classroom. 


“Using digital options as a springboard to collaborate on 
resources and compile research is a super helpful tool to 
explore.” 


Caden Brett, Slaa’s groupmate, believes that adopting 
digital methods will help a wider audience view history 
through a redemptive lens. 


“We need to use our faith to learn from the faults of the 
past and seek to create a better future for everybody,” 
he says. “Adopting these approaches to historical 
research opens up new possibilities for expressing our 
history from a Christian perspective. God has given 

us digital tools, and I feel they are a fantastic way to 
further his Kingdom.” 


“As Christians, we’re tasked 
with sharing truth and 
caring for people who’ve 
been marginalized.” 


Students Sydney White and Ashley White, who did their 
project on the Sixties Scoop, found that working in the 
digital sphere helped them tell a relational story rather 
than merely presenting a summary of facts. 


“A paper can get lost within a bigger library written 

on the subject,’ says Sydney White. “Using a digital 
platform, we were able to include things like interviews, 
timelines, maps and survivor stories to help engage 

our audience.” 


“People are also just not going to spend time reading 
academic papers,’ adds Ashley White. “A website is 
aesthetically pleasing, easier to find and navigate 
and a more fun way to access information.” 


On a personal level, the students’ work 
showed them how essential it is to gain 
an understanding of the past while 
attempting to change the future. 


“When it came to interacting with a group 

of people we didn't understand, the thinking 

in Canada was very present-set,” says Sydney 
White. “As a history major, I find it important 
to know where we came from so that we can 

better deal with the patterns occurring 

in the present.” 


Given the majority of positive feedback from this 
year’s class, Benbow plans to keep adding innovative 
learning methods to her teaching repertoire. 

She looks forward to seeing how this will contribute 
to her students’ post-Redeemer goals and the 
university’s overall mission. 


“[Redeemer] is trying to do good scholarship in a way 
that’s redemptive,” she says. “Presenting these issues 
clearly and with empathy is an opportunity to contribute 
to reconciliation and improve relations between 
different groups in the future” © 


“As a history major, | find 
itimportant to know where 
we came fromso that we 
can better deal with the 
patterns occurring 

in the present.” 


Where Will the 


Future Take U 


EDEEMER HAS BEEN 

preparing students for their careers 

and callings for 40 years. In a recent 

core course, adjunct lecturer Chris 

Bosch walked students through an exercise 
that provided an opportunity to look ahead 
and consider goals for their future. Here are 
some examples of the dreams God |s planting 
in Redeemer students. 


I'd like to work with species at 
risk/environmental education. 
Working outdoors has always 
been really important to me, and 

| love any opportunity that allows 
me to connect people to the earth 
and helps to deepen their sense 
of place. Biodiversity is also so 
important as climate change 
becomes an increasing issue. 


In five years, | would like to have collaborated with other 
researchers in understanding community resilience 
in Indigenous and Coptic communities, to decrease 
knowledge gaps and increase community wellbeing. 
| would like, if God wills, to publish relevant work regarding 


Coptic communities to raise awareness as well. | believe 
this destination is important for me because | believe 
community building is a huge factor towards healing. 
As a person who loves community (and worshipping 
in community), | want to bring my faith and my love for 
community into the work that I'll be doing in the future. 
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In five years, | would like to have performed 


and 


published valuable research that contributes to 


knowledge about emerging zoonotic infecti 


OUus 


diseases. | believe this destination is important 
because 75 per cent of diseases affecting humans 


are from animal origin, and there is a lac 


of 


knowledge about the nature of these diseases 
and limited surveillance networks in place to 


prevent future disease emergence. | be 
| can, with the Lord's guidance, achieve 


ieve 
this 


opportunity by completing a PhD in epidemio 


ogy. 


In five years | would like to have meaningful work 
in which | can enjoy creation and share it with 
others. | believe this destination is important 
because of the interests and opportunities 
that God has given me, and the scriptural 
command to serve and protect his creation. 


In five years, | would like to have 
created a network of people called 
to minister those who have been 


neglected by the church. | believe this 


In five years | would like to have inspired hope in is important because it is part of our 
the people | work for to bring them freedom from participation in Mission Dei. 

systems of dependency like debt, generational 
codependency or a deficiency mindset. | believe 
this destination is important because it takes 
intentional community and willpower to leave 
systems of dependency. Hope from knowing 
and experiencing God can happen through 
community, which can be the first stepping stone 
into freedom from dependency. 


In five to 10 years, | would like to have worked with 
people who are less fortunate than | am, perhaps in 
a humanitarian effort, as a medical technician. However, 
while | want to help people's bodies, helping them 
physically, | also want to help them intellectually and 
spiritually at the same time to come to know God 
while at the same time helping them in other ways. 


In five years, | would like to have 
contributed to improving the spiritual 
= and physical health, relationships and 
education among children and youth. 
| believe this destination is important 
because Jesus reached down to love 
children and commanded us to care 
for ‘the least of these.” 


In five years, | would like to be 
established in a community focused 
on sustainability, working in a capacity 
that is removing barriers between 
environmentalism and economics. 
This is important because it builds 

up both human and natural 
environments in a positive way 

while creating avenues to reduce 
environmental and food injustices. 


In five years, | would like to have created a sports-specific 
organization in Africa that aids in the proliferation of 
sports. | believe this destination is important because 
the development of sports in Africa is important for the 
identification of talents and the overall growth of sports on 
the continent. 


More Than 
Shelter 


A class project by former 
Redeemer students is 
helping alleviate furniture 
poverty in Hamilton. 


OT MANY post-secondary students 
see their time and research translate 
into real-world applications. For one 
lucky group of Redeemer graduates, 
it’s unfolding right now. In fall 2020, Selena Reitsma, 
Erica Costin and Luke Lima, along with team 
members Simone Filippone and Daniel Wolfert, 


partnered with CityHousing Hamilton to present a business 
plan for a local furniture bank to their CTS-410 class. A year 
later, it was discovered by the St. Catharines-based organization 
Niagara Furniture Bank and is currently helping expand their 
operations into Hamilton. 


“Hopefully, it will lessen furniture poverty in the city,’ says 
Costin. “There’s furniture out there, it’s just a matter of 
connecting the pieces together and realizing that each 
person can make a difference.” 


In 2019, many CityHousing tenants were moving in without 
household necessities. During one memorable instance, a staff 
member went to check on a group of women and found them 
sitting on the floor. 


“While CityHousing was able to find furniture for [those women] 
through different connections, they realized that some people 
might not apply for social housing because they don’t have 
anything to fill the space,” says Reitsma. 


From there came the idea for a furniture bank, and the task 
of creating the inaugural business plan fell to the students. 


“It was a blessing and a challenge,” says Costin. “We didn’t 
have to go back and relearn anything, but we also had nothing 
to work with. Most of what we did was research, and building 
that foundation was actually the best thing we did” 


“Tt was a lesson for me about 
coming together as the body 
of Christ and doing my best 
work wherever I am.” 


“We even had to define what furniture was and decide whether 
it was just big items or smaller things like utensils? adds Lima. 
“At the end of the day, we realized that it encompassed 
everything someone would need” 


The end result is a testament to their tireless efforts and staying 
committed to a higher purpose. 


“I came to the project as a social work student, so I was kind of 
discouraged when I heard that we'd be making a business plan,” 
says Rietsma. “It was a lesson for me about coming together as 
the body of Christ and doing my best work wherever I am.” 


“Right to the end, I prayed that it would be useful somehow,” 
says Lima. “We all had that prayerful desire, and I think God 
honoured it” @ 


Redeemer voices 


Fourth-year environmental science student 
Jamie Eaton desires to learn more about the 
intricacies of God's creation and to share her 


faith boldly. 


Home Base 


| have lived in Bracebridge, 
Ontario my whole life. It is a small- 
ish town north of Hamilton. Most 
people would know the area as 
Muskoka/cottage country. 


|am_ an honours environmental 
science major with a minor 
in biology. 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


| think the most interesting 
thing | have learned is that, 


“lama first- 
generation 
Christian. Neither 
my parents, my 
grandparents or 
even my great- 
grandparents 
attend church 

or believe that 
Jesus is Saviour.” 


even though Redeemer is a Dutch 
Reformed university, there are 
many people here who have 
differing opinions and come from 
different faith backgrounds. 


| used to play the cornet in a semi- 
professional brass band called 
the Divisional Youth Band of the 
Salvation Army (DYB for short). 


lama first-generation Christian. 
Neither my parents, my 
grandparents or even my great- 
grandparents attend church or 
believe that Jesus is saviour. | wish 
to share the Word of God with them 
and help lead them to salvation. 
This makes my faith meaningful 
every day because | know God 

led me to him even when | did not 
have the same influence as other 
Christians around me. 


In Conversation with Christ 


If | could ask Jesus a question 
face-to-face, I'd ask how the 


weather is up there? Just kidding. 
| think | would ask why speciation 
is a thing. Like seriously, what is 
the point of having a species 

turn into another very similar 
species? Or why did God 

create mosquitoes? 


Redeemer Love 


| think the common answer, 
when people are asked what 
their favourite thing about 
Redeemer is, would be: the 
people. But, even though this 
is true, | would have to say my 
favourite thing about Redeemer 
is the classes. Being in such 

a small university helps you 
really get face-to-face learning 
within the classrooms and 

get to know your professors 
personally. | find that this 
creates a better learning 
experience and engages 

each student. @ 
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making an impact that 
resounds in the culture 


and across the world. 


Fearless 
Faith 


Heidi de Vries, the 2022 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
winner, lives out her calling 
boldly as a lawyer and executive 
leader in municipal government. 


EIDI DE VRIES ‘O05 has known she 

wanted to be a lawyer since she was a young girl. 

She always loved a good debate and her family 

encouraged lively discussions and critical thinking 
around the table. 


But de Vries says she was surprised, honoured and humbled when 
she learned she was this year’s recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award. 


“| couldn’t imagine someone would take the time to nominate 
me,’ she says. 


De Vries has certainly risen to the task of her calling. After 
completing a bachelor of arts in English at Redeemer and a juris 
doctor (JD) at Queen’s University, she was hired as assistant city 
solicitor at the City of Brantford and has continued to be promoted 
there over the past 11 years. Most recently, after being promoted 

to city solicitor and director, legal and real estate services, she 
became responsible for two merged commissions and now also 
heads up the People, Legislated Services and Planning commission, 
consisting of planning and development, legal services, building 
services, human resources, IT services and clerk's services. 


Under this highly varied portfolio, she has seen immense value 

in the liberal arts and sciences education she received at Redeemer, 
which taught her to think critically about a vast array of subject 
matter and provided her with good judgment and problem 
solving skills. 


“The ability to identify some of the presuppositions that people 


bring to things and then get to the root of those can actually 
change the entire course of a discussion or a decision,” de Vries 
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says. During the pandemic, she’s found it useful 

to check these presuppositions as well, frequently 
revisiting programs and policies to see if what was 
known or assumed at one point in time is still true 
or useful now. 


Adaptability is something that de Vries says is 
incredibly important in her role. Her ability to 
lead through challenge and change has shown 
her resilience and feisty spirit. 


“I don’t approach my work 
with a view to keeping my 
job ... as Christians we work 
for God. We serve him in all 
that we do.” 


“I have a reputation for being fearless,” she says. 
She owes this to her strong and unabashed faith 
in God. “I don't approach my work with a view 
to keeping my job.” In government, there can be 
a temptation to get caught up in the political 
environment, she adds. “As Christians we work 
for God. We serve him in all that we do” 


She is slow to take credit for her professional 
accomplishments, believing God has had his hand 
on her life, directing her path and opening doors 
for her throughout her career. 


“Many people have taken a chance on me. I know 
that those opportunities aren't afforded to 
everyone. I don’t think that I was given those 
opportunities because I’m so much smarter or 
harder working than everyone around me... 
but so many doors have been opened for me 
that I wouldn't have expected and I fully believe 
that God has his hand in that. There's really 

no other reason.” 


De Vries is grateful to have worked on a number 
of important projects for the City and has been 
happy with the results and outcomes that she’s 
achieved on behalf of the people of Brantford. 
She worked on one of the largest real estate 
transactions in the City’s history contributing 

to the revitalization of the City’s downtown core. 
She’s also been working on a project to modernize 
the City’s development approvals process and 
acting as the City’s liaison on a matter that 
involves the intersection of Indigenous rights 
and interests and mandated development. 


“I really feel the tension of the hope we have as 
Christians, but also the brokenness of the world, 
particularly when it comes to this work? 


As a female professional, de Vries is proud to have 
been appointed the first female city solicitor of 
the City of Brantford. Having become a mother 
mid-law school, she knows well the pressures 
and sacrifices that come with trying to balance 
family and career. 


Whatever happens in 
my life is being worked 
for my good andhis 
glory. Godis good 
and he loves us. ” 


“I think we do each other a disservice when we as professionals 
pretend we have it all together.” Reflecting on another of her 
learnings from her time at Redeemer, she added, “We were 
created to live in community. We are not individuals who are 
meant to do this on our own. I think somewhere along the way 
we've forgotten that.” When she’s not working, one of her favourite 
things to do is have good conversations around a campfire. 

“To be in the company of good people, to talk about ideas and 

to constantly be sharpened by the community around me” 


While she may not have everything figured out, her faith in God 
leads to her holding career plans loosely. “When God is finished 
with me in this position, I will move along to the next place that 
he needs me to be. And there’s a lot of comfort in that. I am free 
from having to worry about that because I know that whatever 
happens in my life is being worked for my good and his glory. 
God is good and he loves us. It’s pretty simple.” @ 


Uncovering 
the Pastto 
Build the 


Future 


Alumna Dr. Maureen Elgersman Lee '91 
works to create more accurate narratives 
of race, religion, slavery and freedom 

in North America. 


R. MAUREEN ELGERSMAN LEE 

walks the cobblestone streets of Colonial Williamsburg 
each morning on her way to work. Regal red brick 
homes with richly painted shutters embrace her on 
both sides of the street. For her, it’s another day of sifting through 
and piecing together untold stories of the past to create a full 
picture of history. 


These untold stories stretch from 1760 to 1774 and belong to as 
many as 400 Black children- both enslaved and free- who attended 
the Williamsburg Bray School, currently located on the campus of 
William & Mary, the university at which Elgersman Lee works. 


The Williamsburg Bray School was pioneered by The Associates 
of Dr. Bray, named for Anglican minister and theologian, 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Bray. The school provided religious instruction 
and general education to Black children in colonial-era North 
America. Elgersman Lee's role as Bray School lab director at 
William & Mary allows her to study the histories and legacies 
of the school and to further the University’s partnership with 
The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation. 


“[Through this work], we can harness the transformative power 
of storytelling and share the stories of this school, its students 
and administrators, its descendants, and its place in colonial- 
era history and culture)’ says Elgersman Lee. “By sharing this 
information broadly, we hope to create more accurate narratives 
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of race, religion, slavery, freedom 
and education in Virginia, the United 
States, and broader North America,” 


This love of transformative 
storytelling and connecting the 
academic to the personal is nothing 
new for Elgersman Lee. In fact, it was 
a fire that was sparked within her in 
the very halls of Redeemer University. 


Born and raised in Caledonia, 
Elgersman Lee attended Redeemer 
when the school was barely 10 years 
old. Studying French and psychology, 
she was deeply impacted not only by 
the relationships she formed, but the 
journey of intellectual curiosity that 
Redeemer led her on. 


“. while I have 

not lived full time 
in Canada since 
graduating from 
Redeemer, my heart 
and my scholarship 
are never far from 
home.” 


“I was impacted by the high academic 
standards and the intellectual space 
to make my research relevant to who 
I am as a person,’ shares Elgersman 
Lee. “If there was a question I wanted 
to answer or if I wanted to explore 

a topic from a unique angle, that 
intellectual curiosity was encouraged 
and supported by professors inside 
and outside of my major and minor.’ 


As a French major, Elgersman 
Lee envisioned herself working 
for the federal government, 
eventually travelling the world 
as an interpreter. But everything 
changed for her one day as she 
was doing her work-study at the 
admissions/registrar’s office. 


“My world of possibility opened up when I perused graduate school 
catalogues. Because I was encouraged to make space for intellectual 
curiosity, I then was able to imagine myself getting a master’s degree” . 


And so, the summer after graduation, Elgersman Lee began a master 
of arts degree in African American studies at Clark Atlanta University. . 
She then pursued her doctor of arts in humanities degree at the same : 
institution. From there, she was hired into a tenure-track faculty 
position at the University of Southern Maine in Portland, Maine. 


Since then, she has worked as an associate professor at three 


different universities, a department chairperson, a museum director, 5 s ; 
and today, an interdisciplinary research lab director at William —— 

& Mary. She also spends her time on campus working as Mellon , as: 

Engagement Coordinator for African American Heritage, supporting } 


various on-campus initiatives under “Sharing Authority to Remember 
and Re-interpret the Past” and leading a university-wide teaching / 
and learning project called “Common Ground” 
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It is a full life, but one undoubtedly rooted in the soil of ; " 
discovery, curiosity and making abstract concepts tangible. 
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“Redeemer gave me the freedom to be my intellectual 
self: encouraging self-awareness shaped by rigor that 
was further honed by graduate school and a self- 
designed research path, which for me has always 
meant the intersections of race, gender and class. 
Four books and various articles later, I am still 
marrying the personal with the academic. And 

while I have not lived full time in Canada since 
graduating from Redeemer, my heart and my 
scholarship are never far from home?’ 


And as Elgersman Lee continues to integrate 
her faith into her scholarship and work 
miles away from where it all began, she 
is encouraged to know that many other 
students—curious and eager like her—will 
be able to do the same at an institution 
that remains firmly rooted in Christ. 


“Redeemer has not departed from or 
apologized for its core Christian values 
in a rapidly changing world, even while 
increasing its student enrolments, 
endowment and institutional 
partnerships. The reputation that 
Redeemer has and the respect it 
commands have grown so much over 
the years. I truly remain impressed by 
how Redeemer shapes and emboldens | You can read more about Dr. Maureen Elgersman Lee's work at 
Christian scholar-leaders for service » www.wm.edu/sites/brayschool 

to Ontario, Canada and the world.” @ . 


Alumna Val deVries shares the origin story 
of Church in the Box (now known as Rooted 
Worship), a monthly worship evening at 
Redeemer and how it impacted her faith. 
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T WAS 1995. 

“Shout to the Lord” 

had just been released 

by a growing church 
in Australia called Hillsong. Worship 
events featuring contemporary 
praise music backed by guitars, 
keyboards and drums were popping 
up across the country and around 
the world. Hamilton was no exception 
with higher education institutions 
holding them in unique spaces. 


A group of Redeemer students decided 
to check out one of these services on 
a nearby university campus. 


“I'd never experienced anything 
like that before,” said Val deVries, 
a second-year biology student at 
the time. “I thought, ‘We need to 
have that at Redeemer! It was sort 
of a divine selfishness because 

I wanted to experience more of 
that. I really felt God’s presence.” 


DeVries took a simple step and put 

a small ad in the Redeemer newsletter 
that, at the time, was delivered to the 
dorms each week. She turned up at 
the appointed time, in the appointed 
room and waited. The meeting time 
came and went. A few more minutes 
passed. Then in walked a student 
named Mike with his guitar. One 

by one, talented and accomplished 
musicians with every instrument 
they would need to form a worship 
band arrived. 


After consulting with Redeemer staff 
(not without some skepticism about 


the idea), deVries and the team 

got to work planning the first event. 
They chose a theme, songs and 

a guest speaker. Without knowing 
how many students would attend, 
they planned to keep it cozy by using 
the Black Box - the small studio 
theatre beside the auditorium. 


“Thus the name Church in the Box? 
said deVries. Despite using various 
locations on campus, that name would 
stick for 25 years, changing to Rooted 
Worship in 2019, with the intent of 
clarifying its purpose to remain rooted 
in Christ and committed to God’s 
mission for his people, and clarifying 
that it wasn’t intended to replace local 
church membership. 


Nerves were high as the doors to the 
Black Box opened for the first time. 
DeVries estimates that about 50 
students attended the first evening. 


CHURCH IN THE BOX’ 
CAMPUS PRAISE & WORSHIP 


By the second service, students were sitting on the floor. Then it was standing 
room only. Eventually students were filling the hall outside the Black Box. 


“That’s when we knew we would need a bigger space,’ said deVries. Various 
venues around the school were tested out - the gym, the dining hall and even 
the Commons - all with various challenges, particularly difficulties with 
acoustics, she explained. The team was reluctant to move the service into 

the auditorium because it would lose the cozy, community-oriented feel. 
Several services were held facing the back of the stage in the auditorium, 
which maintained that intimate feeling they were hoping for. But the last 
service of the year, with an attendance of several hundred students from 
Redeemer and beyond, was moved into the main auditorium seating. 


“We got together after the last one?’ deVries recalled. “We were all sobbing. 
We just couldn't believe the growth we'd experienced in one year. We were 
all overwhelmed” 


As she reflects back on that year, deVries now sees that she was hearing 
and answering God’s voice. “I didn’t really play an instrument and I wasn’t 
a great singer. Pretty much every time I tried to sing I would just get 
emotional because every time there were more people. People were just 
thirsty for his presence.” 


She reflects on how her own personal faith grew through the experience. 
“We spent so much time with God, asking him what he wanted us to do.” 
She feels blessed to have had a solid group of Christians around her and 
to have been used by God to start 

an important tradition of worship 

at Redeemer. 


Many years later, Val and her husband, 
Scott, also a Redeemer alumnus and 

a youth leader, brought their youth group 
to campus to participate in the tradition 
they were a part of starting. “I was blown 
away by the number of people that were 
coming, she said. 


“As Christians, we should expect God to 
move in us and through us. He shouldn't 
be put in a box. He’s creative and he wants 
to partner with us. Sometimes we might 
not be qualified and that’s okay. If you 
have a willing heart and desire to know 
him more, he will respond to that.” 
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Following 
the Thread 
of Worship 


T WAS THE spring of 1985, 

and freshly graduated high school 
student, Ruth Ann Schuringa (nee 
Dykstra), had the world at her fingertips. 
A small town girl from Huron County, Ruth Ann 
dreamed of pursuing a post-secondary education 
in a Christian environment. With many well- 
established Christian universities to choose from, 
Schuringa chose to take a chance on a brand new, 
small university just a few hours down Hwy. 
403—Redeemer College. 


Hoping to pursue midwifery, Ruth Ann began her 
Redeemer journey in the sciences, but quickly 
detoured to joining the music program, studying 
under professors like Dr. Chris Teeuwsen and the 
late Dr. Bert Polman. 


“Dr. Bert—my professor and academic advisor—was 
so gracious, kind and wise,’ says Schuringa. “Both 
he and Chris were excellent music professors and 

I never felt short-changed in the music program 
[which was fairly new]. There was a smallness 

and a newness to it that felt like family within 

the department.” 


A student full of zest for her studies, Schuringa also 
jumped feet first into student life at Redeemer. She 
toured with the very first concert choir, starred in 
on-stage productions and helped bring the varsity 
women’s volleyball team to gold in 1988. 
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In 1989, Schuringa received Redeemer’s very first Faculty 
Award—an award presented to a student who best exemplified 
academic excellence, Christian leadership and active participation 
in life at Redeemer. Feeling known, seen and celebrated, 

the award bolstered her confidence in her choice to pursue 
post-secondary education in a school that was fairly new 

on the scene. 


“I can never say enough about the friendships formed during 
this time of my life. 1 met my life partner at Redeemer and 
together we both have lifelong friends from our time there. 
I'm grateful to God for the people I met and lived with and 
grew in relationship with.” 


Through the years, Schuringa has continued to allow the thread 
of worship to weave through her career, teaching piano in her 
home, leading worship conferences, workshops and seminars at 
local churches, and working as a worship director at a number 
of congregations. And today, watching from afar, Schuringa is 
excited to see how Redeemer has grown since those early days 
nearly 38 years ago. 


“I've been encouraged to see Redeemer grow in enrolment 

in the last number of years, and the addition of new programs. 
I'm also encouraged to see more denominations being represented 
since I was at Redeemer. I have seen many students grow and 
thrive and learn over the years, and I’m grateful for the many 
relationships being formed through the years at Redeemer.” 


Sylvia Taekema '86, Redeemer’s 
first valedictorian, is now an 
accomplished children’s author. 


HEN SYLVIA TAEKEMA first heard 
about Redeemer as a high school student, 

it was more of an idea than an actual institution. 
Despite this, she was immediately drawn in. 


“There was nothing to see and nowhere to visit, but God 


said ‘That's the spot for you,” she says. “It wasn't a big 
decision after that.” 


Fast forward to 1986, and Taekema was nominated 
by a classmate to be valedictorian of Redeemer’s first 
graduating class. She was both flattered and surprised. 


“Speaking in class or even with a group of friends was not 
my thing. It was also very encouraging, and I thought 
maybe that person saw something in me that I didn’t 
see in myself” 


After she was chosen, the apprehension mounted even more. 


“I knew how important it was to Redeemer and that there 
would be a lot of people wondering if [the school] was going 
to survive and thrive.” 


Needless to say, she found the courage and delivered 
the inaugural valedictorian speech on Redeemer’s new 
Ancaster campus. Drawing from her lessons as a history 
student and experiences during harvest time on her 
childhood farm, she encouraged the class of 1986 and 
the school itself to learn from the successes and failures 
of those first four year and use them to build a solid 
foundation for the future. 


Soon afterwards, she married her husband, Henry, and 
focused on raising their seven children. The accompanying 
trials, joys and lessons, as well as time spent working and 
volunteering at local Christian schools, serve as the inspiration 
for Taekema’s present career as a children’s author. 


“I’ve spent a lot of time with 
kids at home, in the classroom 
and in Sunday school. They have 
fun things and issues going on 
that I thought could be turned 
into stories.” 


Since 2013, Taekema has written 
on a variety of topics that affect 
children and spoken about them 
in classrooms. Being equipped 
at Redeemer to live for Christ 
wherever she’s called keeps her 
grounded and motivated. 


“It’s not about pursuing greatness. 
It’s more out of an attitude of 
thankfulness that I’m able to spend 
time writing and talking to kids 
about writing. This is where I've 
been led, and I always pray that 
something I’ve said or that’s been 
written in a story will provide 
something a child needs and be 
used by God for his purposes.” 


You can learn more about 

Sylvia Taekema’s books and 
speaking engagements at 
sylviataekema.wordpress.com 
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SINCE REDEEMER 


Sharing the stories 


We have over 6,600 alumni all over the world 
who have all types of life experiences in all types 
of careers. We're sharing their stories on social 
media with the hashtag #SinceRedeemer and 
In the pages of each issue of Resound. 


DENISE TONNA '09 


Denise Tonna received a bachelor 
of arts in English literature 

and theatre and a bachelor 

of education from Redeemer. 

After graduating, she worked as 
substitute teacher for the Waterloo 
Region District School Board 
before deciding to move west. 
Since 2015, she's been the sole 
guidance counsellor at W.C. Miller 
Collegiate in Altona, Manitoba and 
is completing her graduate studies 
in counselling and psychotherapy 
at the University of Manitoba. 


MATT WEVERINK '10 


After graduating from Redeemer 
with a bachelor of arts in English 
and history, Matt Weverink 


44 resound | FALL 2022 


received a diploma in broadcast 
journalism from Fanshawe 
College in 2012. Shortly after, 
he joined the team at Blackburn 
edia Inc. and has worked 
here for the past 10 years as a 
radio news reporter, multimedia 
journalist and, most recently, 
as the assistant regional news 
manager. He lives and works in 
Chatham, Ontario. 


OWEN KURVITS '17 


Owen Kurvits graduated with 


a bachelor of science in kinesiology. 


Since then, he's been running 
his Ancaster-based fitness 
coaching business, OK Fitness, 
and serving as a strength and 
conditioning coach for the 


Redeemer Royals. In August 2021, 
he took on the additional role of 
kids coordinator at Hope Bible 
Church in Oakville, Ontario. 

He lives in Hamilton. 


CHRISTOPHER 
WARREN ‘18 


Christopher Warren holds 

a bachelor of arts in history 
and political science. In August 
2022, he began anew role 

as director, government and 
community relations at Brock 


University. He lives in Oakville, 
Ontario and volunteers his time to 
numerous community initiatives 
including the Oakville Hospital 
Foundation and the Crusaders 
Rugby Club. 


NATALIE VAN ECK ‘22 


Since graduating with an honours 
bachelor of arts in social work, 
Natalie van Eck has been pursuing 
her bachelor of social work at 
the University of Waterloo. 

A component of this includes 

a practicum placement at the 
safe housing facility, Elora 
House, the same organization 

at which she interned while 
attending Redeemer. She lives 
in Guelph, Ontario. 


Have a story to share? Post it on social media, tag us and use the hashtag 
#SinceRedeemer, or email alumni@redeemer.ca. We'd love to hear from and 


connect with you! 


We'll look out for you. 
It’s what families do. 


The path to savings starts 
with a quote through Deeks. 


Since we began in 1981 Deeks Insurance has always treated 
our customers like family. Deeks provides Redeemer Redeemer 
University alumni, faculty & staff access to preferred University 
rates on home and auto insurance, 24/7 emergency claims 


support, and friendly customer service. . 
PP y Proud to partner with 


Call Deeks for a home or auto insurance quote today at 
1.855.633.1964 deeks 


INSURANCE 


or visit deeksinsurance.ca Where family Matters 


Deeks Insurance is a tradename of D.L. Deeks Insurance Services Inc., a licensed insurance intermediary and operates as Deeks Insurance Services in British 
Columbia. Home and auto policies underwritten exclusively by Unifund Assurance Company (“Unifund”). Car insurance coverage not available in BC, MB or SK. 
Home and car insurance coverage not available in QC, NWT, NU, or YK. Deeks Insurance and Unifund share common ownership. Eligibility requirements, 
limitations, exclusions or additional costs may apply, and/or may vary by province. Deeks Insurance and logo is a trademark of D.L Deeks Insurance Services Inc. 


SCHOLARLY 
EXCELLENCE 


For 40 years, Redeemer 
faculty have put the 
institution on the 

map, with impressive 
research and 
publications, and with 
joyful mentorship of 
students. 
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dip 4 


esearch Grants 
at Redeemer 


Resound 
looks back at 
the history of 

successful 
federal research 
grant holders at 
Redeemer. 
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EDEEMER HAS BEEN blessed by many different 
types of research grants over its 40 years, but as a small, 
privately funded university, federal research grants have 

not always been available or easy to obtain. In 1999, Redeemer 
was finally recognized by all three federal research granting agencies, 
known as the Tri-Council, which allowed Redeemer students and faculty 
to apply for various federal grants to assist in completing research. 


The three Tri-Council agencies are the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council (NSERC), the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council (SSHRC) and the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). 
While no Redeemer faculty has yet applied for grants from CIHR, Redeemer 
students and faculty members have been successful recipients of NSERC 
and SSHRC research grants for a wide variety of impressive topics over the 
years, from person-centred care in dementia services to machine vision for 
telerobotic applications. 


Redeemer’s longest-standing NSERC grant holder is Dr. Kevin Vander 
Meulen, professor of mathematics. When he first applied in 1997, Redeemer 
was not yet eligible for NSERC grants, so he applied successfully through 
McMaster University, as an adjunct faculty member there. Since 2002, 

he has consistently held NSERC grants hosted by Redeemer. 


7, ET SF a 


lwas pleasantly surprised that 
first Ssummer...and I've been 
blessed with excellent research 
students every Summer Since.” 


“Oftentimes people think everything is known in mathematics? says Vander Muelen. 
“It's not like that at all. There’s plenty of new mathematics going on every day.’ 


Vander Meulen compares his mathematical research to a biologist trying to 
understand an organism’s structure. In a similar way, he looks at properties of 
mathematical structures, examining what properties they have or don’t have. 
One technique involves exploring how one mathematical structure relates to 
another, such as relating graphs to equations. In a matrix equation or system 
of equations, sometimes there is incomplete information due to limited data. 
He explores problems in which exact data values are not known, but some 
information is known, such as whether the values are negative or positive. 
One goal is to determine what can be predicted about what’s possible for 

the long-time behaviour of the system even with this limited information. 


Vander Meulen is grateful to have had access to research funds for so long, 
particularly because of the benefit they provide to Redeemer students. He initially 
wasn't sure if undergraduate students would be able to contribute significantly to 
mathematical research, but hoped it would at least be a good experience for them. 


“I was pleasantly surprised that first summer. I had two students who developed 
ideas that contributed to published research,” he says. “And I’ve been blessed 
with excellent research students every summer since.” 


Within the past three years, there have been three Redeemer mathematics alumni, 
all former undergraduate researchers sponsored by NSERC, who have obtained 
a PhD in mathematics, namely Jonathan Earl, Moriah Pellowe and Brydon Eastman. 


Dr. Darren Brouwer, professor of chemistry, also has an impressive history 
with successful NSERC grant applications, most recently in 2016 being awarded 
$180,000 over six years. Brouwer, along with numerous Redeemer students, 

is working to develop new methods for determining the molecular-scale 
structures of materials using a technique called nuclear magnetic resonance 
(NMR) spectroscopy to determine material structures at the molecular level. 
NMR spectroscopy, a close cousin to magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) that 
many are familiar with in a medical context, is a powerful tool for uncovering 
the structural features of materials. 


Another of Redeemer’s long-time grant holders, Dr. Deborah Bowen, professor 
emerita of English, has also been pleased to be able to work with a range 

of students on her SSHRC-funded work. While completing leaflets for her 
poetry and ecology project she worked with an art student on design, three 
English students and an environmental science student on content, and a 
business student on distribution. 


Bowen, who continues to teach at 
Redeemer part time, was initially 
successful in obtaining SSHRC grants 
as part of larger group projects in the 
90s, but as her career progressed, 
she wanted to try for one of her own. 
Despite the highly competitive and 
labour-intensive process, she has twice 
since been successful, most recently 
in 2020 for her project Poetry in Place: 
Poetry and Environmental Hope in a 
Southern Ontario Bioregion. 


She’s been pleased to be able to 

work with both Christian and secular 
writers, poets and academics in her 
work, using her gifts and talents to 
complete numerous scholarly articles 
and present more than 80 papers at 
both Christian and secular conferences 
during her time at Redeemer. 


“I found that it was possible to have a 
Christian voice in the public academy 
as long as I did my work really carefully 
and well, as well as having a voice in the 
Christian academy,’ says Bowen. “And 
it was very exciting to discover there 

is a lively Christian higher education 
academic world in the humanities” @ 


".. twas very exciting 
to discover there 

is alively Christian 
higher education 
academic world in 
the humanities.” 
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Ah 
( } CENTURY READING OF 
ow ABRAHAM KUYPER'S 


WITH CONTRIBUTIONS FROM 
RICHARD J, MOUW 
DEBORAH HAARSMA, 


AND OTHERS : 


The Case 
for Kuyper 


Two Redeemer faculty members have 
taken a refreshed approach to the work 
of prominent Neo-Calvinist theologian 
Abraham Kuyper. 
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OST REFORMED 

THEOLOGIANS 

will describe Abraham 

Kuyper as one of the 
Netherlands’ most formative thinkers 
of the 19th century. However, his 
reception at Princeton Theology 
Seminary in New Jersey was 
decidedly lacklustre. 


“Kuyper’s lectures in the United 
States were not terribly well 
attended? says Dr. Robert Joustra, 
associate professor of politics and 
international studies. “Now, we think 
that there must have been a soccer 
stadium full of people. But there 
were only a few dozen.” 


Nevertheless, his legacy persevered, 
and both Robert Joustra and Dr. Jessica 
Joustra, assistant professor of religion 
and theology, intend to help keep 

it alive. Together, they released 
Calvinism for a Secular Age, 

a compilation of insights on Kuyper 
from theologians, historians and 
scientists, in February 2022. The 
book revives Kuyper’s key teachings 
for a 21st-century audience with 

a focus on his Stone Lectures, 
which were delivered at Princeton 
and explain the necessary role of 
faith in the public sphere. 


“The Stone Lectures are an important 
piece of his contributions, but they're 
becoming increasingly archaic in 
language and reference, says Jessica 
Joustra. “We wanted to help a new 
generation get a sense of Kuyper’s 
all-encompassing worldview claims.” 


These claims provide much of the 
backbone of Redeemer’s mission. 

Like all of us, though, Kuyper was 
still prone to error. 


“He made major mistakes, some with 
tremendously sinful consequences,” 
says Robert Joustra. “On the other 
hand, he teaches us a lot about the 
good news. Those in the Dutch 


“The Stone 
Lectures are 
animportant 
piece of his 
contributions. 
... We wanted 
to help anew 
generation 
get asense of 
Kuyper'sall- 
encompassing 
worldview 
claims.” 


Kuyperian tradition are, in the 
mission of Redeemer, our spiritual 
and intellectual forebears. As with 


our own parents, we need to honour 


them while still recognizing that 
they’re people who fail.” 


Complicated history aside, 

the book’s central goal is to 
communicate the truth of 
Christ’s dominion in all aspects 
of life and work. While it’s still 
early to say, this volume may 
join the ranks of Redeemer’s 
foundational publications. 


“The contributors we brought 
together affirm Kuyper’s teaching 
as guideposts for how we should 
live” says Jessica Joustra. “Faith 
is comprehensive because God 

is sovereign over everything, 

and that’s what we hope to tease 
out in this book” @ 


Founding Words: A look at some Important texts 
and publications by Redeemer faculty. 


Throughout the past 40 years, Redeemer’s distinctly Reformed 
Christian worldview has been upheld and strengthened by 

a foundational group of texts that, alongside numerous other 
faculty contributions, have reached a wide audience and shaped 
the university's curriculum. 


CRAIG BARTHOLOMEW 
‘x MICHAEL GOHEEN 
tue DRAMA oF 
SCRIPTURE 


Finding our place in 
the biblical sory 


The Drama of 
Scripture: Finding 
Our Place in the 
Biblical Story by Craig 
G. Bartholomew and 
Michael W. Goheen 


By presenting the 
Bible as an unfolding 
drama in six acts, 
Bartholomew and 
Goheen encourage 
believers to “find their 
place in the biblical 
story and thus be 
more faithful.” It's the 
primary text for the 
core course The Drama 
of Scripture. 


Getting the 
Reformation Wrong: 
Correcting Some 
Misunderstandings 
by Dr. James R. 
Payton Jr. 


Quite a few details of 
the Reformation are 


often misunderstood. 
Professor emeritus 
of history Dr. James 
Payton confronts 
these challenges 

by placing the 
Reformation within its 
original context and 
investigating how an 
informed perspective 
on the past can help 
make a difference in 
today's churches. 


Creation Regained: 
Biblical Basics for 

a Reformational 
Worldview by Albert 
M. Wolters 


Through breaking 
down human history 
into the categories 

of creation, fall 

and redemption, 
Wolters unpacks how 
Christians are called 
to take part in God's 
redemptive plan for 
creation. Since 1985, 
Creation Regained has 
been translated into 
12 languages and 
studied globally by 
Reformed believers 
and thinkers. 


aa 


Shaping a Digital World 
Fo Care ad amputee Teshoeny 


ff ene 


Shaping a Digital 
World: Faith, Culture 
and Computer by 
Derek C. Schuurman 


Derek C. Schuurman, 

a former professor of 
computer science, offers 
a view of the ever-present 
nature of technology that 
advocates it as both a 
product of humanity's 
fallen nature and a tool 
that can still be used in 
God's plan for peace 

on earth. 


The Cross and 
Our Calling 


The Cross and Our 
Calling is a publication 
that explains Redeemer's 
identity, ethics and 
founding vision as a 
Reformed Christian 
institution. It can be 
viewed in its entirety on 
Redeemer's website. 


These titles, including Calvinism for a Secular Age, 
are available at 2LFive, Redeemer's campus bookstore. 


Honouring 
the Faith of 
Refugees 


Assistant professor of business Dr. Raymond 
B. Chiu discusses the work he and a team of 
researchers from across the country are doing 
to better understand the adjudication and 
experiences of religious refugees. 


HEN SEEKING ASYLUM in another country, gaining 
status as a religious refugee could, in some cases, be a life-or-death 
situation. But what makes a person a religious refugee? Determining 
that may not be so clear. The legal questions used to test for refugee 
status are complex, and historically the process has lacked consistency. 


To complicate matters even more, a common understanding of what religion 
is in a refugee’s life and how it impacts their survival under persecution is 
difficult to characterize. 


Assistant professor of business Dr. Raymond Chiu calls this conceptualization. 


It includes all the ways religion can be described and measured, including the 
ways religious people become mature and live out their beliefs in their work 
and life. This underpins much of Chiu’s research, which has also included 
work on religious diversity in the workplace and the role of religion in the 
tax-exempt status of charities. 


“I find this kind of research to be very fulfilling” says Chiu. “It helps me to 
understand my own faith better” 


But he has found throughout his various research projects that the ways people 
think about their faith at work and in society are not always the same as what 
is taught in Sunday school. Clearly articulating one’s faith experience becomes 


“I find this kind of research to be very 
fulfilling. It helps me to understand 
my own faith better.” 
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particularly important when it 
becomes part of a legal process 
determining whether someone 

in danger is truly of the faith that 

they claim is theirs. Christians are 
considered the most persecuted 
group in the world, but Muslims, Jews, 
and other faiths are not far behind. 


“If the refugee determination system 
is not fair, if it’s not assessing people's 
faith in a way that’s true to their lived 
experience, then they are mistreated 
and they have no place to go,’ says 
Chiu. “Fair legal processes also affect 
Canada’s ability to defend religious 
freedoms and hence our moral 
legitimacy in the world? he adds. 
“We want to act compassionately 
toward migrants, but we've all seen 
what happens when refugee systems 
break down and become blunt 
instruments of power’ 


With the assistance of a $60,000 
federal grant from the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council, six faculty and eight student 
research assistants from Redeemer 
and university partners have 


participated in the analysis of over 70 articles and more than 320 cases from 
the Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada. 


In order to be granted asylum, the claimants must be assessed to determine 
if they are indeed religious and if the mistreatment they have experienced is 
because of that religiosity. The project will bring better understanding of the 
thought processes of refugees as well as how they apply their faith in the face 
of serious mistreatment. This includes the tremendous hope and strength 
that faith brings in times of trauma and loss. 


“It really comes down to understanding the difference that your faith makes,’ 
says Chiu. This is something he became passionate about while he was 
studying at Tyndale Seminary. 


“We can’t really have a witness and talk about our faith if we can’t talk about 
what the effect is? said Chiu. He also points out that this is not just a personal 

or internal matter, but has significant implications for the public sphere. “People 
of faith can’t have a safe and productive role in the world—where they work to 
survive, in the charitable sector, or as religious minorities—if we can’t explain 
how religion is a unique type of identity that has a special role in society’ 


Chiu hopes that his research can eventually be used practically to improve 
fairness for claimants and help them prepare for hearings, by providing 
guidance to board adjudicators and the claimants’ counsel. 


“In those hearings, it becomes critically important to make correct assumptions 
about religion. What is genuine religiosity, and what are the correct inferences 
that you can make about the relationships between their faith, thoughts and 
actions? There has been a history of adjudicators focusing mainly on doctrinal 
and historical questions that are oftentimes not based on how people think of 
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their faith and lean on it when they 
go through suffering” 


In the future, Chiu has aspirations 
to take his research international, 
disseminating his findings among 
the other countries that abide by 
the UN Convention. 


“Refugee claimants face many 
barriers despite being ‘safely’ 
within Canadian borders and 

I cannot imagine successfully 
navigating Canada’s refugee claim 
system without help,” says Rev. 
Scott Jones, executive director of 
Micah House, a refugee settlement 
home in Hamilton. Micah House 
generously participated in Redeemer's 
interdisciplinary capstone course, 
involving students in a nationwide 
initiative to support claimants 
through the hearing process. 


Chiu and the team have culminated 
the work to date with the launch of 
their website, religiousrefugees.org, 
which contains resources for 
claimants in the application process. 
Interested parties are invited to 

sign up on the website for research 
and training updates. @ 
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FACULTY PROFILE 


Redeemer 


Dr. Lisa Devall-Martin 
IS assistant professor 
of education. 


Home Base 


My growing-up years were spent 
in Toronto, where my father 
worked for CTV News, reporting 
the weather for almost five 
decades. | attended Martingrove 
Collegiate Institute and then 
completed my bachelor of music 
degree at Western University and 
my masters of music in Montréal 
at McGill University. My teaching 
years began at Western University 
and transitioned into public- 
education teaching and leadership 
while | was completing my 
doctorate in entrepreneurial 
leadership in education at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


“There is nothing 
like students 
collectively 
expressing their 
curiosity, new 
understandings, 
fresh 
perspectives or 
behaviours; their 
‘sticky learning.” 


Stimulating Subject Matter 


| taught vocal health and 
management at Western 
University for all music undergrads 
in the faculty of music, and every 
student had to learn to sing in 
front of their peers. No small 

task! Initial performances were 
always stressful because “Happy 
Birthday” was not allowed, but by 
the end of the course, students 
enthusiastically shared their ability 
with confidence. 


Teaching Tips 


My passion for teaching lies 

in transformative learning by 
facilitating students’ critical 
thinking, self-reflection and 
dialogic discourse. This begins 
by creating the conditions 

for students to move into a 
disorienting dilemma through 
readings, observations, new 
experiences/knowings or 
questioning. A disorienting 
dilemma occurs when something 
comes against your values, 
beliefs, knowledge and/or 
experiences, and ignites curiosity, 
concern or inner resistance. 
Creating these conditions 

and facilitating this learning 
cultivates self-awareness and 
deep learning, which is an 
awesome privilege. There is 


nothing like students collectively 
expressing their curiosity, 

new understandings, fresh 
perspectives or behaviours; 
their “sticky learning.” 


| met Jesus in a backyard Bible 
club as a youngster while growing 
up in Toronto. This experience 
was irrefutable in my life, and 

| carried The Way Bible translation 
to and from school each day for 
“silent reading” in my early years. 
Ever since, my heart has been 
everseeking to learn and grow in 
my faith through wonder and awe. 


In Conversation with Christ 


When | see Jesus face to face, 
words will elude me; gratitude will 
flood: tears will flow. 


Redeemer Love 


| love the name, Redeemer! 
Passing the signs on campus as 

| arrive is a constant reminder of 
Jesus’ desire to build community 
through love, compassion and 
grace, which students, staff and 
faculty at Redeemer clearly live out 
on campus each day! #grateful 


“llove the name, 
Redeemer! 
Passing the 
signs ON Campus 
asl arrive is 
aconstant 
reminder of 
Jesus’ desire to 
build community 
through love, 
compassion 
and grace.” 


EXCHANGE 


ARTICULATING 
THEOLOGICAL TRUTHS 
TO A CHANGING WORLD 


Join Dr. Jessica Joustra, assistant 
professor of religion and theology, 
as she unpacks lessons from 
Herman Bavinck’s life and thought 
and explains how they might ignite 
and inspire us to uniquely lead our 
churches in these times. 


Registration for this fall’s Pastor Professor 
Exchange event is now open. 


TAKING NOTE 


Welcoming... 


Harold DeVries 


DIRECTOR OF THE 
INNOVATION CENTRE 


if 


8 Sai Harold DeVries 

: ~— joined Redeemer 
- _ this spring as the 
inaugural director 
of the Innovation 
Centre. DeVries has 
over two decades 
of experience as an entrepreneurial 
advisor, coach and mentor. His 
formal education includes an MBA in 
coaching, mentoring and leadership 
from York St. John University (UK) 

and a diploma in adult education. 
Previously, he served as program 

lead at the Business Centre Guelph- 
Wellington, an adjunct professor in 
Conestoga College's Self-Employment 
for Newcomers Program and a 

mentor in Wilfrid Laurier University's 
Startup Lab. He also taught applied 
entrepreneurship at the University of 
Guelph. DeVries is excited to contribute 
to the creation and development of the 
Innovation Centre as it aims to inspire 
and infuse a spirit of innovation and 
entrepreneurship across 
the school. 
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DIRECTOR OF 
FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Ash Melek joined Redeemer in April as director, 
financial services. He previously served as the 
senior manager and controller at LM Financial 
Services and is a CFA charterholder with 
experience in financial reporting, budgeting and 
forecasting and controllership with a track record 
of improving financial processes and controls and 
leading tears. Prior to LM Financial Services, Melek was the senior 
finance manager at Profit Securities Brokerage and was also 

a part-time CFA instructor for many years. 


Dr. Jonathan Loopstra 


PROFESSOR OF HISTORY 


Dr. Jonathan Loopstra joined Redeemer in July as 
professor of history, a role he previously held at the 
University of Northwestern in Saint Paul, Minnesota. 
Loopstra is an expert in Christian history in late 
antiquity, notably in the Near and Middle East. His 
expertise further extends to Syriac, Greek and other 
ancient languages. He also served as the director 

of the Center for the Study of Ancient Mesopotamia at the American 
University of Iraq - Sulaimani in northern Iraq. Loopstra has a deep 
appreciation for liberal arts core programs and looks forward to teaching 
first-year humanities courses as well as a variety of history courses 
ranging from the Ancient Near East and patristics to American history. 


Rev. Dr. James Wood 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF MINISTRY 


Rev. Dr. James Wood joined Redeemer in July 
f \ as an assistant professor of ministry. Wood holds 
? a bachelor of business administration from the 
University of Texas, a master of theology from 
: Princeton Theological Seminary and a PhD in 
g: theology from Wycliffe College at the University 
of Toronto. He also completed a master of divinity 
at Reformed Theological Seminary Dallas while working as a campus 
minister and later as a pastor. Wood's mix of practical and academic 
ministry experience is sure to bring strong contributions to the 
ministry and biblical theological studies programs and to the spiritual 
formation of Redeemer students. 


Sheryl Clark 


PRESIDENT’S OFFICE 
MANAGER AND EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT TO THE 
PRESIDENT 


Sheryl Clark joined Redeemer in June as the 
president's office manager and executive 
assistant to the president. Clark has more 
than two decades of office management, 
administration and executive assistant 
experience with a variety of organizations 
including the Be In Christ Church of Canada, 
where she served as director of administration after serving for 
10 years as officer manager and executive assistant. Her skills 
also include organizational membership, board management 
and policy, operations and project management. Clark holds 
a bachelor's degree and certificate in executive and personal 
assistance from Calvin University. 


Heidi Betts 


DONOR RELATIONS 
OFFICER, MID-LEVEL 
GIFTS 


After a long vacancy and thorough search, 
Heidi Betts joined Redeemer in July as the 
donor relations officer, mid-level gifts in the 
external relations department, providing 
stewardship and managing relationships with 
mid-level donors, giving churches and student 
award supporters. Betts holds a bachelor of arts 
in music and English literature from the University of Western 
Ontario and a master of education from York University. She has 
more than 20 years of experience in communications and, most 
recently, in advocacy, grant management and stewardship with 
the United Nations in Geneva, Switzerland. Betts is also fluent in 
English, French and Danish and is an accomplished pianist who 
has shared her musical talents in her church through worship 
ministry leadership. 


Farewell to... 


Dr. Aaron 


Smith 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 
OF SOCIAL WORK 


Dr. Aaron Smith 
left his position 
as assistant 
professor of 
social work on 
June 30, 2022. 
Before coming 
to Redeemer, Smith worked asa 
registered psychotherapist and 
taught in university psychology 
and social work programs across 
Canada. He received his PhD in 
social work from Wilfrid Laurier 
University in 2021. Redeemer 
wishes him God's leading in 
running the new master of arts in 
counselling program at Tyndale 
University in Toronto. 


Helen 


Vreugdenhil 


SENIOR DEVELOPMENT 
OFFICER 


Helen 
Vreugdenhil 
completed 
her role in the 
donor relations 
department 
in June. 
Vreugdenhil has been part of 
the external relations division 
since May 2017 and Redeemer 
appreciates her efforts and 
contributions to the university 
in this capacity. 
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COMING EVENTS 


CELEBRATING 


40th Anniversary Weekend 


, 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2022 


A special weekend of events is planned to celebrate God's faithfulness to Redeemer 
University over the past 40 years and to look forward to what's next. Join the 
Redeemer community for a concert, celebration service, Royals vs. Alumni games, 
alumni art exhibit, author readings and more. Save the dates to join the celebration 


of this important milestone! 


ALBERT M. 


WOLTERS CENTRE 


for Christian Scholarship 


40th Albert M. Wolters 
Centre for Christian 
Scholarship Launch 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 
2022, 3:30 P.M. 


Honouring the work and legacy 

of Dr. Albert M. Wolters, the Wolters 
Centre will formally launch with speaker 
Dr. Gayle Doornbos, assistant professor 
of theology at Dordt University, speaking 
on “Capacious, Conditioned Curiosity: 
A Neo-Calvinist Vision for Christian 
Scholarship.” Remarks from 

Dr. Wolters will follow. 


For more information about events at 
Redeemer visit redeemer.ca/events 
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40th Concert - 
DOE + Paul Baloche 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 
2022, 7:30 P.M. 


Redeemer presents DOE and Paul 
Baloche in concert! DOE released her 
debut single, “Brighter,” in October 2020 
and her full-length aloum, “Clarity,” in 
February 2022. Paul Baloche is a three- 
time Dove Award-winning songwriter and 
the author of numerous familiar worship 
songs including “Open the Eyes of My 
Heart,” “Above All," “Hosanna” and “Your 
Name.” He's also an ordained minister 
and has served as the worship pastor 

of Community Christian Fellowship in 
Lindale, Texas for more than 25 years. 
Reserve your tickets today. 


CELEBRATION 
SERVICE 


2 


40th Celebration Service 
Featuring President Inauguration 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 
2022, 1:30 P.M. 


Join us as we celebrate God's faithfulness 
over the past 40 years. The service 
includes the Inauguration of Dr. David 
Zietsma as Redeemer's fifth president. 


enCompass — Alumni 
Exhibition Reception: 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 
2022, 3:30 P.M. 


The alumni exhibit showcases the rich 
legacy of Redeemer's art alumni, curating 
a tapestry of diverse and excellent alumni 
artwork over 40 years. The exhibition runs 
from Sept. 6 to Nov. 4, 2022. 


orofessor 


EXCHANGE 


Pastor Professor Exchange: 
Articulating Theological Truths 
to a Changing World 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 
2022, 11 A.M. -1P.M. 


Join Dr. Jessica Joustra as she unpacks 
lessons from Herman Bavinck's life and 
thought, and explains how they might 
ignite and inspire us to lead our churches 
in these times. 


